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LONG, LONG 
AGO, THERE 
WAS A GREAT 
BATTLE 
BETWEEN 
HUMANS ANP 
BEASTS. 


THE WORLP 
WAS RULEV BY 
THE SWORP 
ANP BY MAGIC, 
ANP CHAOS 
SRREAP 
ACROSS THE 
LANP LIKE A 
PISEASE... 


THERE WERE 
SOME BEINGS 
WHO REPUSEP 
TO GIVE UR 
HOPE, BUT 
RATHER, SET 
OFF ON A 
ERIC QUEST. 
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S-SATOU-KUN?/ 
NO WONDER 
you HAVEN'T 
SHOWN UP TO 
COUNSELING 
THIS WEEK/ 


DON'T TELL 
ME YOU'VE 
BEEN DOING 
NOTHING 
BUT PLAYING 
GAMES IN 
YOUR ROOM 
THE WHOLE 















me CAT ' 
BAPBP &£>VS 
...SHB'S TUB HAMB 19 MIA. 

ONB BEING CM THIS 

THAT 1 CAM WOPLP OF 

OPEN UP TO, i/INATIBL... 



...I TRIEP TO 
FIGURE IT OUT 
BY MYSELF. PUT 
BEFORE LONG, 
t REALIZEV 
THAT THIS \NAS 
SOMETHING 
ICOULPNT 
PO ALONE. 








If pj'lp. 

J 

■5 jp ,'4i§ 

MAYBE 1SHOULP 


SERIOUSLY 

CONSIPER 

r a^v®? ^ 

JOINING A 

/y<?w 

PARTY. NO... IT'S 

TO BEGIN A 

IMPOSSIBLE 

CONVERSATION 

FORME TO TALK 

WITH PEOPLE 

1 MEET! NO, 

NO, NO! 

1 

TOOTHERS. I 














































WOULD you 
CONTINUE 
WITH ME 
ON THIS 
ADVENTURE?/ 



































GET OUT 
OF HERE, 
you POOR 
EXCUSE FOR 


A CAT/ you 
fUT'AS'A' 
mu GIRL/ 











































BLACK 
GALE, 
RESIDE 
WITHIN MY 
BLADE// 
THUNPB? 
0LAPB/I 


OH, WHITE 
WINGS, PROTECT 
My FRIENDS/ 
PBJUVBNATION/ 




















































WHA-WHAT ON 
EARTH AM I 
DOING?/ IN THE 
REAL WORLD, 
I'M REALLY 
NOTHING BUT 
A—HIKIKOMORI. 

















































#11 Welcome to the ONUN€! 


Continued in episode #12. 
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FIRST WE MUST 
THOROUGHLY 
DESTROY ALL 
TRACES OF 
YOUR CURRENT 
SELF WITH 
VERBAL ABUSE/ 










IT'S NO 
USE TRYING 
TO ESCAPE. 
THIS LESSON 
ISN'T OVER 
UNTIL YOU'VE 
CHANGED. 

































































"Mi 



PASS AWAY/ 
YOU'LL BE A 
FIFTY-YEAR-OLD 
UNEMPLOYED 
HIKIKOMORI, 
THROWN OUT 
INTO THE 
BITTER COLD/ 
























WHAT'S SO 
WRONG WITH 
NOT GOING 
OUTSIDE AND 
ENJOYING THE 
INTERNET? 
PEOPLE DO 
THAT ALL THE 
TIME THESE 



C-CALM 

DOWN, 

SATOU-KUN/ 


7 ENOUGH 
Of THIS/ NOW 
THE HELL DO YOU 
EXPECT ME TO 
CALM DOWN?/ AND 
WHAT'S WITH THAT 
TOTAL 0PAINWAOH 
MANUAL?! NOW CAN 
YOU PUT ME IN ONE 
Of YOUR TWISTED 
SIMULATIONS?/ 



SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE IN 
SCHOOL AT 
THIS TIME Of 
DAY, INSTEAD 
OF THIS?/ 










































































Continued in episode #13, 



Welcome to the NHK! 
4-Pcinel Comic — #10 


Just die already! 
No really. 

It's okay! 

Shotted Ace!! 

































































ISN'T IT 
OBVIOUS? 
I'M MOVING 
IN/ 




THEN LET ME 
ASK THIS, WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 
YOUR HOSPITAL 
SILLS AND THE 
GROCERY 
SILLS FOR THE 
PAST WEEK? 


I WAS HOSPITALIZED 
FOR TWO DAYS 
AFTER THAT/ I'D 
NORMALLY MAKE A 
CIVIL SUIT OUT OF 
THIS/ I SHOULD 
SE GOING TO 
THE POLICE/ 


JUST WHO \ =* 

PAID FOR 
ALL THAT? 



YOU SHOULD 
THANK ME FOR 
NOT PRESSING 
CHARGES/ 
YOU SHOULD 
FEEL SORRY/ 


8 : 












































































































































































































































YOU'P ALWAYS 
LOOK AT ME 
WITH THIS 
PEAPFAN 
LOOK, LIKE 
YOU THOUGHT 
EVERYONE 
WAS LOWER 
THAN YOU. 




























...\F you 

KBBF POING 
WHAT 
OTHBRS 
WANT YOU 
TO PO... 


bxcusb 
mb? my 
oont you 
my $omb 

HARP WORK 
SOMBTIMB? 


UARP 

WORK, 

PHMARP 

WORK! 
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WELCOME 
TO YOU ALL, 
LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN/ 
MY COMRADES 
IN ARMS, WHO 
HAVE GATHERED 
FROM EVERY 
CORNER OF 
THIS NATION/ 
LET ME FIRST 
SAY THANK 
you FOR 
COMING/ 


THANK 

you $o 

VERY, 

VERY 

MUCH/ 


































Continued in episode #14. 



Anybody con 
find o job! " 


SOME EVEN IN CRAPPY 
MAGAZINES... 

Shonen Ace!! 






















NOT IT/ 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
STRANGE 
ABOUT THIS/ 
I THINK HE'S 
TRYING TO 
RUN AWAY 
























JEALOU 
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SPEAKING OP 

which, do you 

PEALLy EXPECT 
ME TO BELIEVE 
THAT THEPE'S A 
PEAL SUPEP SUP- 
WHATCHAMACALLIT 
WHO'S PESPECTED 
BY CELEBPITIES 
WOPLDWIDE 
LIVING ALL THE 
WAY OUT HEPE?/ 


COME NOW, 
SATOU-KUN/ 
LOOK AT 
ALL THIS 
BEAUTIFUL 
PAMPAS 
GPASS. 


BUT 

THEPE'S 

ONLy 

PAMPAS 

GPASS/ 


IT'S A 
SUPPLIER/ 
GET IT 
RIGHT/ 


Vl- \Vv > 



























SAGAWA- 
SAN WILL BE 
COMING FOR 
THE END OF 
THE MEETING 
AFTER WE 
EXPLAIN THE 
PRODUCTS. 

































FROM 

THOSE WHO SUFFER 
FROM ALLERGIES, TO 
CHILDREN, TO THE 
ELDERLY, OUR JOB IS 
TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 
THE BEST PRODUCTS 
FOR A BETTER, 
HEALTHIER LIFE/ 
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ITS UKB 
THBY BN JOY 
HATING 
ON AN 

UNBMPLOYBP 
HlKIKOMOPI 
UKB MB' 


ITS UKB 

BYBRYONB'S TRYING 
TO PLAY MB FOR A 
SUCKBR. JUST HOW 
LONG PO THBY NBBP 
TO BBUTTLB MB 
TO FBBL BBTTBR? 










WHAT DO 
you WANT? 
GO HOME/ 
I'M NOT A 
SUCKER 
LIKE THOSE 
OTHER 
LOSERS/ 





imi 


YOU'RE JUST 
TRYING TO 
USE ME/ YOU 
BUILD UP THOSE 
IDIOTS' HOPES 
AND FLATTER 
THEM JUST TO 
MAKE THEM 
BUY YOUR 
PRODUCTS/ 










































































#14 Welcome to the MV WAV! 


Continued in episode #15. 










fill! 
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HAH HAH HAH. 
NO NEED 
TO PE SO 
NERVOUS, 
SWEETHEART. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
SUSPICIOUS 
HAPPENING 
HERE. IT'S 
JUST AN 
INNOCENT 
STUDY 
GROUP 



IT'S 

PERFECTLY 
SAFE. 
WHY, JUST 
RECENTLY, I 
BROUGHT A 
HIKIKOMORI 
GENTLEMAN 
HERE. 












■r 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE THAT 
TRICKED 
SATOU-KUN 
INTO BUYING 
ALL THAT 
STUPE/ 



TH-THAT'S IT/ 
I'M HERE TO 
RETURN THE 
GOODS/ IF 
YOU SAY NO, 
THEN I'LL TELL 
THE POLICE 
ABOUT THIS/ 
MULTILEVEL 
MARKETING 
SCAMS ARE 
AGAINST 
THE LAW/ 


tela 





m„s- 

SATOU' 

KUN'S 

GUARDIAN/ 



























































































































































HOW AM f 
SUPPOSFP 
TO PAY PACK 
1 , 000,000 
YEN? I 
WONPBP IF 
MISAKLCHAN 
WILL FIGUPE 
SOMETHING 
OUT. 


WHAT AM 1 
THINKING? 
1 HAVE TO 
BBLIBVB IN 
HBP UNTIL 
BHB GBTS 
BACK! COMB 
HOMB BOON! 


PUTT 

THINK 

SHF’S GOT 
A SCPFW 
OP TWO 

Loose. 

SHF 

SEEMS... 


WHAT AM I 
SUPPOSFP 
TO PO 
NOW?/ 
THIS IS 
PAP! 






UH...MISAKI- 
CHAN? WHAT'S 
IN THIS SAG? 




SATOU-KUN/ I 
REALIZE NOW 
THAT THE 
CAUSE OF 
HIKIKOMORI 
IS YOUR 
DAILY DIET/ 




FOR A LIMITED 
TIME ONLY, YOU 
CAN GET THIS 
BOOK FOR ONLY 
500 YEN, OR A 
COMPLETE SET 
FOR THE LOW, 
LOW PRICE OF 
ONLY 2500 YEN/ 
XT'S A STEAL, 

I TELL you/ 



NOW, WHY 
DIDN'T X REALIZE 
THIS BEFORE? 

NEGATIVE 
THOUGHTS AND 
PESSIMISM ARE 
THE RESULT 
OF DEFICIENT 
BRAIN CELLS/ 


SO THE 1 
FIRST THING 
WE HAVE 1 
TO DO IS 

GET you 
THE RIGHT 
NUTRIENTS 
TO GET 
YOUR BODY 
MOVING/ 




































































































Welcome to the ftCFRMN! 










#15 Welcome to the RCFRRIN! 


Continued in Volume 04...Now Loading. 



Cxtrci TRACK—Z€RO: The Folse Season 

Special Feature: Letter to Yamazaki ~Ero-Game 

Back in the day, when we were still simple wanderers, we weren't able to figure out the 
difference between Shonan Bakusouzoku and Oretachi Hyoukinzoku*. (Unbelievable, I know.) 
If there was one thing we could do, it was to get giddy over the words of poor Mr. Fish who 
mixed up "wind instrument club" and "water tank club," and... 












Proposal "ZERO ~the false season^" Production Notes 

...cling to the tetherball pole on the playground or only borrow (steal) the flute of your beloved girlfriend. Back ther 
we didn't know about things like hikikomori or NEET. I didn't even know about hay fever. No, not us. But even nov 
we forget about that time. For having chased after our dreams so intently, we became Dream Hunters. The passwon 
is "Heart Throb Again!" (Incomprehensible rantings). 














Cxtra TRACK—Z€RO: The False Season 

We've all had those nights where your head is filled with so many negative thoughts and feelings 
that you can't actually do anything. No one's blaming you. Most afternoons you're in the corner 
of a park where smiling children run around, but you're absorbed in reading some Tate Jun'ichi*. 
I can't help but think that your brain's a split second from frying, though that wouldn't change 
anything. So you see, your actions are all part of the modern illness and it's common knowledge 
that it is caused by those strange electro-magnetic waves emitted from Tokyo Tower. The problem 














is of course, that I want so badly to stop thinking about you, but that alone won't solve the problem. Perhaps it's all 
the voices in my head, the Hamyuun and higii higii and Onii<han, I'll jump! I'll jump! I'm going to jump! I have 
absolutely no idea where I heard those words before, but when I hear them I think of this script. Even if I did away 
with your mole (metaphor) where you popped your head out of the cellar, it'd be because I thought it from the 
bottom of my heart. In any case, the greatest doubt I have is that I wonder if this whole proposal part of the mange 
will also be translated when it's published abroad.* 
























Page 10 
SA1 0 

SA JO is Satou's handle when playing RPGs. 

The 10 can be pronounced as tou in Japanese, 
thus SA 10 can still be pronounced as Satou. 
Page 8: 

Page 1 90 

"Shounan Bakusouzoku" (Roaring Clan of Shounan) 
and "Oretachi Hyoukinzoku" (We are Comedians) 
are a manga and anime series, and nighttime 
variety show from the late 1 990's, respectively. 
"Wind Instrument club" and "water tank club" are 
both pronounced "suisougakubu" in Japanese. 

Page 1 92 
Tate Jun'ichi 

Tate Jun'ichi (1 943-) was a 
novelist born in Hokkaido. 

Page 1 92 
Editor's Note 

Translating the crazy ramblings on these pages 
are a major pain in the ass but we at TOKYOPOP 
work hard to do them. It's worth it because they 
are absolutely hilarious and we hope you agree. 




